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religion and of human life. The people of both
these countries would have counted our ancestors
hopelessly inferior, just as prejudiced men of
the West look down to-day upon less-favoured
Orientals. Though our ancestors were far be-
hind in attainments and advantages, we recognize
to-day that they were even then essentially equal
in capacity to the more advanced scholars of
the East. But as a corollary we must also
recognize that the people of the East are now
as truly equal to us, whatever may be our present
advantage or attainment.

Nor is the advantage, even to-day, wholly
with the West. In such matters as innate
courtesy and politeness, for instance, the writer
is convinced, after long experience in Asia, that
the often crude and callow students of the West
are distinctly inferior in these respects to the
blue-blood of China, Japan or India. However
inferior he may be in any respect, the Westerner
is usually too blind or too proud to acknowledge it.

It should be remembered, in contrasting the
East and West, that there are broad exceptions
to any general rule: There is much in Western
civilization, painfully evident, for instance, in
some of the atrocities that mark the present
war in Europe, and in social conditions in the
West, which belies and is in direct contradiction
to the basal ideas of Christianity. On the other